
Malcolm Geddes Flemington (1933-2021) 
 

 
Malcolm Flemington speaking at a Club concert in St Bride’s Church in 2009. (Photo by John 
Wood) 
 
Malcolm Flemington died on Friday 15 January 2021. He was a figure well known to many, a tireless 
supporter of the Club, a highly active Committee member and twice Club Chairman, 1984-87 and 2002-
2010. He attended virtually every Studio One Invitation Concert in Glasgow, but also attended concerts 
in Ayr, Aberdeen, Inverness and even the Royal Albert Hall, often helping to run the Club’s merchandise 
stall (along with Eileen Robertson). Educated at Forres Primary School and then Gordonstoun, 
Malcolm’s National Service in the early 1950s saw him rise to the rank of Captain in the Territorial Army 
unit of the Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders. His working career encompassed many roles in many 
areas, including a period with Babcock & Wilcox and as a SVQ assessor with British Road Services, 
the nationalised road transport company. Below are some reminiscences of Malcolm from those who 
served on the Club Committee with him. An edited version appears in the Club’s spring 2021 Newsletter. 
 

***** 
 
Martin Armstrong 
I first met Malcolm Flemington about twenty years ago at a BBC Scottish Symphony Club concert in 
Studio One in BBC Scotland's then headquarters in Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow.  At that time I was 
not a Club member, however, I was an occasional visitor with my mother Rita, who was a Club 
member.  I do remember being at a Christmas concert in Studio One and sampling an excellent 
Christmas cake during the interval, which Malcolm had baked.  By this time, Malcolm's wife Gwen had 
passed away.  Malcolm and Gwen, along with Eileen Robertson, were strong supporters of the BBC 
SSO and they travelled to various concert halls where the Orchestra was playing and would staff the 
Club Stall selling various items including CDs to promote the Orchestra.  If the SSO were playing in 
Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth, or Leeds, they would be there promoting the Orchestra.  Malcolm and 
Eileen continued this "missionary work" at their own expense for many years.  There was no doubt of 
their love and enthusiasm for the SSO.  Malcolm was Club Chairman on two separate occasions.  His 
second period as Chairman commenced in 2002, when he succeeded Margaret Beaton. When my 
mother died in May 2005, I wrote to the Club to advise them.  By return I received a letter of condolence 
from Malcolm, together with an invitation that I should consider taking-up my mother's membership, 
which I duly did.  This was typical of Malcolm, who never wasted an opportunity to swell the ranks of 



the Club!  A short time after I had become a member and often helped with the clearing-up after Club 
concerts, Malcolm asked me if I would like to join the Committee.  It was hard to refuse Malcolm's 
invitation, as he had such a charming manner.  In due course, I became the Secretary.  Malcolm always 
exhibited boundless enthusiasm for the Club in support of the Orchestra.  Committee meetings were 
always conducted by Malcolm in a friendly, business-like manner and once concluded, we were able to 
properly socialise with tea and sandwiches kindly provided by Marion Caldwell (Treasurer) in whose 
house these meetings took place.  By this time Club concerts were being held St Bride's Church on 
Hyndland Road, as the BBC had moved from Queen Margaret Drive to their new headquarters at Pacific 
Quay, Govan, on the south bank of the River Clyde.  The Club Newsletter was restarted after a long 
absence in Spring 2010, with the new issue including some colour for the first time.  (Previous issues 
were all in black and white.)  All subsequent Newsletters have been produced in full colour.  A small 
folded leaflet to promote the Club was produced and a portable Club banner was designed and 
displayed at SSO concerts in City Halls.  Malcolm also had a hand in setting-up the Club website with 
the Orchestra representative David Chadwick (second violins) and David Dunnachie (website 
designer).  In a more strict environment, the BBC's financial rules now prevented the Club giving any 
further direct support to the Orchestra.  In previous years the Club had paid for such items as blue 
dresses for the ladies and new music folders.  As the Club still wanted to show their appreciation to the 
SSO musicians and staff, it was decided that we would hold a reception for them.  The first reception 
was held in the 'Green Room' behind the stage at City Halls on Sunday 13 June 2010 following an 
afternoon concert in the Grand Hall.  Malcolm made a short speech to thank everyone in the BBC SSO 
for allowing us to use the green room for the reception and also for their superb playing over the season 
just ended.  (Such was the success and popularity of this initiative, that subsequent annual events were 
held in the more spacious Recital Room, until City Hall politics resulted in a move to the nearby 
Metropolitan Bar on Candleriggs.)  The following evening, Monday 14 June, Malcolm stepped down 
from his second period as Chairman during the Club's Annual General Meeting.  He had indeed served 
the Club well. 
 
Away from the Club, Malcolm was a ardent supporter of Alastair Savage (first violins, BBC SSO) in his 
lifelong passion and promotion of traditional Scottish fiddle music.  Malcolm often assisted The Alastair 
Savage Trio at their gigs by manning the door and selling the trio's CDs.  Malcolm sense of humour 
came to the surface, as he considered himself to be Alastair's 'roadie'!  In later life Malcolm widened his 
musical interests by joining the Glasgow Philharmonic Male Voice Choir.  Having joined the choir, he 
also became their Secretary from 2011 to 2015.  He didn't stop there, because Malcolm arranged to 
have singing lessons once a week with James Boyd, which meant travelling from his home in Clydebank 
to Kilmaurs either directly by car, or by train via Glasgow Queen Street and Glasgow Central.  Club 
member Nancy Dickinson accompanied Malcolm on the piano during those lessons in advance of the 
Glasgow Music Festival, when Malcolm entered solo singing competitions held in the Renfield St. 
Stephen's Church, Bath Street, Glasgow.  Malcolm certainly did not sit back in retirement; he was every 
bit as busy and active as he had been during his working life. 
 
In his lifetime Malcolm had worked in many different areas.  I remember one conversation I had with 
him about securing ISO shipping containers on railway flat wagons, when some empty containers were 
blown off a freight train at Shap during gale force winds.  In discussing the matter in some detail, he 
explained that he had been involved with container shipments, when he worked in Dundee.  More than 
once Malcolm was of assistance to me in personal matters.  He was always willing to assist anyone at 
any time if he could help - a true friend.   
 
Over the last few years, Malcolm's health had gradually deteriorated and he was no longer mobile 
enough to attend SSO concerts in City Halls, which was a bitter blow to him.  He did listen to the 
Orchestra's performances on Radio Three.  Sometime in late 2019 a fall at home resulted in Malcolm 
receiving a hip replacement.  Following this, he was persuaded to go into a care home, where he had 
plenty of company. Unfortunately, he contracted the Covid-19 virus in early January 2021 and passed 
away two weeks later. Everyone in this world is unique, Malcolm was perhaps just a little bit more 
unique than many.  Malcolm was a good friend and always good company. May he rest in peace.  
  
Marion Caldwell 
Malcolm took over as Chairman for his second term in 2002 from Margaret Beaton and retired in 2010. 
During his tenure considerable improvements were made in managing the Club’ affairs, not least 
dispensing with the accountants and thereby saving their large recurring annual fee (it being realised 
that it was quite proper to appoint examiners from the membership to scrutinise the accounts as the 



Club was not a registered charity). This caused me some disquiet initially, being the Treasurer. 
However, when I expressed my misgivings, Malcolm dismissed this with an airy wave of the hand and 
a reassuring "you will manage" - and I did. Malcolm also established the mailing list on line, and 
resurrected the Club newsletter under the editorship of Martin Armstrong. The splendid first edition was 
published in glorious technicolour in 2009. Malcolm was a tireless supporter of the Club, travelling many 
miles to set-up the Club merchandising stall at the venues of the Orchestra's concerts in towns around 
Scotland and beyond. Malcolm went on to join the Glasgow Philharmonic Male Voice choir which he 
enjoyed enormously, giving it the same dedication and enthusiasm that he had with the Club. 
 
Matthew Caminer 
I knew Malcolm well, and he was very involved, as was his late wife, from very early days. Malcolm's 
late wife kept extremely poor health and Malcolm was a dedicated carer ensuring that they rarely missed 
a concert or a Club event. From memory, he was on the committee when I was chairing it. He was a 
wonderful servant of the Club, and therefore of the SSO.  
 
Gill De Groote 
Malcolm and his late wife Gwen were avid supporters of the orchestra, attending the concerts in the old 
Studio One regularly. When I first took on the role of orchestra liaison for the Supporters Club back in 
the noughties, Malcolm was the Chair of the Club Committee. The Committee would hold their meetings 
in someone’s house, usually the fabulous Marion Caldwell’s, and I will always remember the very warm 
welcome I received from Malcolm. A tall, friendly, fun and obviously very capable man whose face I 
knew from the audience at our Studio One concerts in Queen Margaret Drive. I don't exaggerate when 
I say that Malcolm probably attended every concert we played! As Chair, he worked like a Trojan, 
travelling the length and breadth of the country supporting the orchestra and setting up the stall front of 
house at the concerts to sell orchestra cd's and memorabilia raising funds on our behalf. Not happy to 
just support the orchestra, Malcolm took a huge interest in the individual players, attending gigs and 
helping in any way he could. No job was too big or too difficult and he was a true ambassador for the 
orchestra. Malcolm will be greatly missed and for those of us who knew him, his loss makes our world 
a little sadder. Malcolm was a kind, warm and lovely person 
 
Nancy Dickinson 
I first met Malcolm at refreshment time at my first concert in Broadcasting House after [my son] Scott 
joined the orchestra. To my surprise I received a letter a few weeks later inviting me to join the 
committee and a few months later I was asked to take charge of the book with the membership records. 
(Malcolm was a lovely gentleman and was very persuasive). He told me about the origins of the club 
and I was truly amazed at what had been done to save the orchestra 40 years ago and how grateful we 
are! Malcolm was devoted to the club and the orchestra. People will remember him behind the CD stall 
when we were allowed to sell CDs at the concerts. He even travelled around the country at his own 
expense when they played in other parts of Scotland. 
 
We became great friends when Malcolm became interested in singing. We attended a Christmas 
concert given by the Glasgow Philharmonic Male Voice choir with our friend Tom Ferguson in what is 
now the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. My husband, Ian, sang in the choir. I suggested Malcolm 
should join the choir as we all had the chance to sing some carols. Two weeks later he asked where 
and when he was to go. He was secretary of the choir for 4 years.  
 
Shortly after he joined the choir the orchestra had a ‘Come and Sing’ one Saturday morning. We were 
given a leaflet which explained the importance of singing and Alexander Technique. Malcolm found a 
teacher of both who lived in Kilmaurs. James Boyd inspired him and twice he took part in the Scots 
song class at the Glasgow Music Festival and was highly commended. We had great fun when he came 
to rehearse.     
 
We all missed Malcolm when he was unable to attend the club and the concerts. Very sadly he 
developed a very rare illness which affected his mobility. After having a fall in the house just over a year 
ago he had to have a hip replacement and went to live in a care home. He loved it in the home where 
he had good company. Tragically he tested positive for Covid on 1st January and passed away 2 weeks 
later.  
 
Malcolm will be remembered for all he did for so many people. He cared for his wife, Gwen and even 
when she became an invalid they never stopped going to concerts. Thank you, Malcolm. 



 
Tom Rodger 
I didn't know Malcolm for very long but was always impressed by his dry wit and ability as a raconteur. 
He was kind to me in giving positive advice on taking photographs at our concerts. 
 
Susan Shaw 
Malcolm persuaded me to join the Club committee and devoted much of his time to show me how 
everything worked. I went quite frequently to Clydebank and I remember that he always made me 
delicious scones. He spent an enormous amount of time on Club affairs and put stuff into the electronic 
age so that I had a firm base when I took over secretarial and membership stuff from him. And he had 
a quite beautiful singing voice and a wonderful store of anecdotes. He will be greatly missed. Malcolm 
really saw the need to publicise the Club in a more professional way. I think I am correct in saying that 
he got the nice leaflet (the one with Runnicles) produced, he was responsible for the big poster on a 
stand (now lost) and he put the electronic lists of club members together. His commitment with the 
amount of time he spent on Club affairs was quite amazing. 
 

 
The Club Committee’s farewell lunch to Malcolm Flemington, 25 May 2011: (l-r) Susan Shaw, 
Marion Caldwell, Malcolm Flemington, Nancy Dickinson, Tom Rodger, Eileen Robertson, Martin 
Armstrong and the then new boy Jim McGrath. (courtesy of Tom Rodger) 
 
 

***** 
 


